


I will be able to 
use context as a clue 

to the meaning of 
a word



1. WOD – Nostalgia POS – N

Context –

MOD – “Whenever the memory of those 
marigolds flashes across my mind, a 
strange nostalgia comes with it and 
remains long after the picture has faded.” 

Prediction –



Definition – A sentimental longing or 
wistful affection for the past.



2. WOD – Impoverished POS – ADJ

Context –

MOD – “I suppose that futile waiting was the 
sorrowful background music of our 
impoverished little community when I was 
young. The Depression that gripped the nation 
was no new thing to us, for the black workers 
of rural Maryland had always been depressed.” 
Prediction –



Definition – Poor; poverty-stricken



3. WOD – Chary POS – ADJ

Context –

MOD – “But God was chary with 
miracles in those days, and so we 
waited—and waited.” 

Prediction –



Definition – Not generous



For each box below, choose one journal 
prompt to address. Journals should be a 
minimum of 5 sentences in length and 
must include the selected vocabulary 

word. Please darken your 
punctuation, highlight the 

vocabulary word, and make sure 
sentences don’t start with a 

conjunction (so, and, or, but, because).



1. Lizabeth feels nostalgia when she remembers 
the marigolds from her youth. Describe an 
item from your youth that gives you a feeling 
of nostalgia.

2. Rural Maryland, the impoverished backdrop for 
the story, is a place full of dusty roads and 
grassless yards. Describe a place you have seen 
that is impoverished.  Use great detail.

3. Lizabeth describes God as being chary with 
miracles. Tell me about someone who you feel 
is chary.



4. WOD – Eluded POS – V

Context –

MOD – “I remember fishing for 
minnows in a muddy creek and 
watching sadly as they eluded my 
cupped hands, while Joey laughed 
uproariously.” 

Prediction –



Definition – To escape from danger, 
typically in a skillful or cunning way.



5. WOD – Degenerated POS – V

Context –

MOD – “The truth was that we were 
becoming tired of the formlessness of our 
summer days. The idleness whose prospect 
had seemed so beautiful during the busy days 
of spring now had degenerated to an almost 
desperate effort to fill up the empty midday 
hours.” 

Prediction –



Definition – To decline or deteriorate.



6. WOD – Tramped POS – V

Context –

MOD – “A little cloud of dust 
followed our thin legs and bare feet 
as we tramped over the barren land.” 

Prediction –



Definition – To walk heavily or 
noisily.



For each box below, choose one journal 
prompt to address. Journals should be a 
minimum of 5 sentences in length and 
must include the selected vocabulary 

word. Please darken your 
punctuation, highlight the 

vocabulary word, and make sure 
sentences don’t start with a 

conjunction (so, and, or, but, because).



4. Describe a time when you eluded something 
dangerous.

5. Lizabeth describes her summer as degenerating
from a time of beautiful idleness to a time of empty 
boredom.  Think of a vacation that you had where 
your high hopes degenerated into dull realities.    

6. Lizabeth and her friends tramp over the barren 
land to Miss Lottie’s house, excitedly anticipating 
all of the ways they can annoy her.  Tell me about a 
time when you were so excited to get somewhere 
your feet couldn’t just walk, they had to tramp. 



7. WOD – Lulled POS – V

Context –

MOD – “Black and ageless, he sat rocking day in 
and day out in a mindless stupor, lulled by the 
monotonous squeak-squawk of the chair. A 
battered hat atop his shaggy head shaded him 
from the sun. Usually John Burke was totally 
unaware of everything outside his quiet dream 
world.” 

Prediction –



Definition – To calm, typically with 
soothing sounds or movements.



8. WOD – Reveling POS – V

Context –

MOD – “We had to annoy her by 
whizzing a pebble into her flowers or 
by yelling a dirty word, then dancing 
away from her rage, reveling in our 
youth and mocking her age.” 

Prediction –



Definition – Getting great pleasure from.



9. WOD – Inciting POS – V

Context –

MOD – “Then I lost my head entirely, mad 
with the power of inciting such rage, and ran 
out of the bushes in the storm of pebbles, 
straight toward Miss Lottie, chanting madly, 
‘Old witch, fell in a ditch, picked up a penny 
and thought she was rich!’” 

Prediction –



Definition – Stirring up.



For each box below, choose one journal 
prompt to address. Journals should be a 
minimum of 5 sentences in length and 
must include the selected vocabulary 

word. Please darken your 
punctuation, highlight the 

vocabulary word, and make sure 
sentences don’t start with a 

conjunction (so, and, or, but, because).



7. John Burke is lulled into a mindless stupor by 
the rocking of a chair.  What calming activity 
lulls you into a quiet dream world?

8. Lizabeth describes how the children reveled in 
their youth and mocked old age.  Describe 
something that you revel in.

9. Lizabeth admittedly becomes mad with the 
power of being able to incite rage in Miss Lottie.  
Describe a senseless act where you incited rage 
in someone.


